
T O :  Commissioner Michae l  Copps FROM: SBSC / A I S P I I  02-04-03 l l : 3 1 a n  p .  1 o f  2 

Chairnian hlichael Powell 
(:onmissioner Kevin Maain 
(:omni issi oner Kathleen A bemathy 
Conmi i s s  i orier Michael Copps 
(:nrr~ii~~ssI oner Jonathon Adelstein 
445 11"' Street SW Portals 11 nuildiiig 
\V~~hingron,  DC 20544 

This letter is being submittec JS an ex-parte communication Re: In the Matter o f  
Kevien o f  Section 251 Unbundling Obligations o f  Incumbent Local Exchange 
Carriers and Implementation of the Local Competition Provisions in the Local 
'l~clecommunications Acl o f  1996, <X: Docket Yo. 01-338; 96-98; 98-117 

1 )ear ('ommissioners 

Sew.; rcporls indicate that the FCC is poised to adopt a rulc that could severely hamper 
compclilivc access to the local telephoric monopoly networks ~~ access which is required by the 
I996 'I~elccommuiiications Acl. Such a move could do sc\-cre damagc to the telecom sector now 
.rtni;?gling 10 recovcr. 

l'clcconi companies involved ii i  hoth voice arid dala sen-iccs, and in related equipment 
industries, all benefit from the rising tide of competition \.lainraining competition. and a healthy 
riunther ol'nidrket players, will produce iricreasirig investmnils in networks and facilities, and in 
iiino\ arion and applications' industries. This is espcciall), true for equipment suppliers not 
Iheholdcn 10 a single dominant monopoly. 

In pxticular, wc are especially concemcd about a Bell proposal. apparently under discussion at 
;he F(:CI which could balkanize compctitive access to the nell monopolies' transmission lines, 
cffecli\~el>. ctidi~ig such access on lines moditicd with ncw fiber construction 

Siich a policy would represent a tToubling developnieril for sevcral rcaons 

t ' i  IS;. such a policy could dramatically decrease the numbcr of firms providing broadband and 
rel;ilcd sen ices. and create a corrcsporiding decrcasc in demand for equipment suppliers. hlmy 
oi'ihcse lims are small businesses, or firms that provide high-speed broadband services to small 
I ~ ~ ~ s i i i c s s e s  

Secoiid. because voice and data \vi11 soon bc transniiftcd ovcr thesc same lines, a balkanized 
policy conld reprnent a Trojan horsc lhat could ultimatclj~ hamper. if not eliminate, competition 
III oicc services, with a similar corresponding ncgativc impacl 011 related industries and 
equipmcrit suppliers. 

~ I h i r d .  wc find no place where the Telecommunications 
tiicholomous approach to policy In factct: this policy was proposed, arid rejected, by Collgress in 
i ~ c  Inst scssion. Therefore, it would be troubling to see the Comniissiori adopt such apolicy by 
cxeciiti\e Hat. 

calls for. OT endorses, such a 
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Wc strongly believe that any attempt lo nborl competitiori in either the voice or the high speed 
data industries will create a drag 011 the ecotiomic recoL-eT and w i l l  be felt particularly hard 
nnion:: ~ n i a l l  businesses who are finally seeing the benefits o r  true competition in local phone 
sewice We would urge you against going dowi such a road. 

Siucerel)’. 

Karcii Kerrigan Siic .Ashdo\c-~i 
Snial I Ihsiiiess Survival Committee 
1920 I. StTeet. NW. Suite 200 
Wa\hington. D.C. 200i6 

American Ititenlet Service Providers Assoc. 
PO Box 18623 
K’ahiiigton. D C. 20036 

1202 i 785-0238 (202) 297-4400 
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EE: Ilouw Commerce Committee Zlembers 
1Iouse Small Business Committee Members 
Senate Commerce Committee hlernhers 
$enate Small Business and Entrepreneurship Cornmillee llemhers 


